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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurl drive. That'swhat | do. All | do.Much later, as he sat with his back against an inside
wall of aMotel 6 just north of Phoenix, watching the pool of blood lap toward him, Driver would wonder
whether he had made a terrible mistake. Later still, of course, there'd be no doubt. But for now Driver is, as
they say, in the moment. And the moment includes this blood lapping toward him, the pressure of dawn's
late light at windows and door, traffic sounds from the interstate nearby, the sound of someone weeping in
the next room...." Thus begins Drive, by James Sallis. Set mostly in Arizonaand LA, the story is, according to


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00844P9ZU

Sdlis, '...about a guy who does stunt driving for movies by day and drives for criminals at night. In classic
noir fashion, he is double-crossed and, though before he has never participated in the violence ('l drive.
That's adll."), he goes after the ones who double-crossed and tried to kill him."NOW A MAJOR FILM
STARRING RYAN GOSLING AND CAREY MULLIGAN which won Best Director (Nicolas Winding
Refn) at the Cannes Film Festival'Sallis creates vivid images in very few words and his taut, pared-down
proseis distinctive and powerful. The result is a small masterpiece.’ - Susanna Y ager, Sunday Telegraph'a
minor masterpiece... minimalist, stylish, and all the more evocative for it. Essential noir existentialism.' -
Maxim Jakubowski, The GuardianFrom Publishers WeeklyStarred . | drive. That'swhat | do. All | do." So
declares the enigmatic Driver in this masterfully convoluted neo-noir, which ranges from the dive bars and
flyblown motels of Los Angeles to seedy strip malls dotting the Arizona desert. A stunt driver for movies,
Driver finds more excitement as a wheelman during robberies, but when a heist goes sour, a contract is put
on his head and his survival skills burn up the pavement. Author of the popular six-novel series set in New
Orleans featuring detective Lew Griffin (The Long-Legged Fly, etc.) and such stand-alone crime novels as
Cypress Grove, Saliswon't disappoint fans who enjoy his usual quirky literary stylings. Reading a crime
paperback, Driver covers"afew more linestill he fetched up on the word desuetude. What the hell kind of
word was that?' Lines such as "Time went by, which is what time does, what it is" provide the perfect
existential touch. In this short novel, expanded from his story in Dennis McMillan's monumental anthology
Measures of Poison, Sallis gives us his most tightly written mystery to date, worthy of comparison to the
compact, exciting oeuvre of French noir giant Jean-Patrick Manchette. Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Booklist* Starred * Sallishas a
bloodhound's nose for noir. Whether in the celebrated Lew Griffin novelsor in his several stand-alones, his
characters are always trapped--trapped by their inability to effect change in a malign world, trapped by their
own character flaws, trapped by the wrong girl, trapped by walking into the wrong place at the wrong time.
Sometimes they know they're trapped, and sometimes they are the last ones to know, but Sallis always
knows; he can smell it in their pores, and he makes us smell it, too. So it iswith Driver, the antihero of this
quintessential noir novella about aloner with apassion for driving fast cars. He's a Hollywood stunt driver
by day and a getaway car driver by night, but he has no interest in either movies or crime: he just wants to
drive. Lifewon't let him, of course, and eventually he figures that out, as he sitsin aMotel 6 near Phoenix,
"watching the pool of blood lap toward him." Sallis shows us how he got there in one crisply written, spot-
on scene after another. At one point, near the end of the book, Driver reflects that we neither choose our
lives nor have them thrust at us. Instead, "they're forever seeping up under our feet." Y ou won't find a better
definition of the noir worldview than that, and you won't find a more textbook example of how to express
that view in fiction than in this hypnotic little story about driving circles around your life. Bill OttCopyright
American Library Association. All rights reserved



